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Book Fair and  
Family Literacy 
Night

The PTA hosted our first annual Winter 
Wonderland on December 15th. The 
FWG All-Purpose Room was transformed 
into a sparkling holiday scene, complete 
with white lights, snow-tipped Christmas 
trees, and giant snowflakes strung from 
the ceiling. Children and parents enjoyed 
cookies and hot chocolate while they 
visited with Santa and Mrs. Claus, Rudolf, 
Snow White, Frosty and the Abominable 
Snow Monster. Children also made pine 
cone holiday ornaments at our crafts table 
and took selfies at our “Elfie station.” The 
delightful evening was topped off by a 
special performance by The Park Row 
Trio, also known as Wallington parents 
Maddy and Chris Parks, and Nancy Hug, 
who performed a program of holiday 
songs. It was truly a night to remember, 
and a perfect way to kick off  the holiday 
season. Thanks to all our wonderful 
volunteers who helped out, and families 
who joined us for this magical evening.

The Scholastic Book Fair is 
back! The PTA is proud to bring 
the Scholastic Book Fair back to 
our school. The events will take 
place on Thursday, March 1st at 
the Jefferson Annex School, and 
on Friday, March 2 and Monday, 
March 5th at the FW Gavlak 
School. Students will have the 

opportunity to purchase from a wide 
range of titles during their assigned 
class time. 

In celebration of ‘Read Across America’ 
week, we will also be featuring our 
first ‘Family Literacy Night ‘ to take 
place on March 5th, from 6-8:30pm. 
Children’s book author Jennifer 
Grazioso, will be reading and signing 
copies of her new book, “Lucy Lu, 
Where are You?”  This is the first book 
by the  author from Manahawkin, New 
Jersey. Additional appearances to be 
announced. The Scholastic Book Fair 
will also be open to families during this 
evening event.  

Please save the date to “Paws for 
Books” and share in this wonderful 
evening of family fun and literacy.

Save the Date

   Winter Wonderland
PTA Community Events: 



Teacher 
Spotlight 

Wallington’s FW Gavlak and Jefferson Annex  
students are fortunate to have teachers who are 
dedicated and passionate about educating our 
students. In this issue, we highlight Patricia Sondej, 
third grade teacher at FW Gavlak.

Q:  Why did you choose teaching as your 
profession?

A:   I’ve always wanted to inspire children and make 
them enjoy learning as much as I do. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect of teaching?

A:   My favorite aspect of teaching is that every day is 
a different adventure! It is very rewarding when 
former students come back to visit and talk about 
how much they loved 3rd grade. 

Q: What excites you most about your job?

A:   Every class is special and I love watching my 
students grow from September to June. It is 
amazing when students are excited about what 
you are teaching and want to show off their work, 
because they are so proud of themselves.

Q:  If you could wish for any super power, what 
would be yours and why?

A:   One super power that I would like to have is the 
ability to fly. I would love to travel the world for free 
and go places whenever I wanted to!

The Wallington PTA has been busy working toward our goal of 
creating fun community events to raise funds for our schools.  
While we all have been working very hard, it has been so rewarding 
for all of us to hear thanks and positive input from the parents who 
have attended our events. It was truly a joy to watch the excitement 
on children’s faces as they entered the “Winter Wonderland” we  
created this holiday, as well as the Halloween Haunted House  
and the Pumpkin Painting event. 

The best part about all of it is being able to give back to our students, 
and we have been able to do that this month, by sponsoring two 
exciting assemblies for our students. 

I want to say thank you to all of the parents who contributed by 
becoming members of the PTA. We enjoyed meeting some of you 
at our Coffee & Conversation tables this September. My sincere 
gratitude goes out to the parents who gave their time and helped us 
by volunteering. We could not have done all we have without you. 

From our first Saturday Morning at the Movies event, to our Winter 
Wonderland, I must say it’s been an exciting year so far...and we are 
keeping the momentum going this spring, with our Scholastic Book 
Fair and our first ever Tricky Tray event in May. 

I hope that you will join in the fun.

A note from the PTA president

Patricia Sondej
Grade 3 Teacher
FW Gavlak

The PTA would like to extend our warmest thanks to  all 
of the parents and friends who donated their valuable 
time to help with our events. Special thanks to Monica 
Kaczmarczyk, for coordinating the Box Tops program 
and submissions.

Our sincere gratitude also goes out to the following 
businesses who generously donated to our events:

The PTA was on hand at Jefferson Annex’s 
Back to School Night to sign up members 
and promote their upcoming ‘Saturday 
Morning at the Movies’ event.

PTA Community Events:  
Pumpkin Painting 
The Wallington PTA was pleased to host 
its pumpkin painting event on October 
16th leading up to Halloween.  It started 
off with 100 pumpkins and paint, 
glitter, and other decorative accessories 
at each table, but the turnout was 
overwhelming. Another 60 pumpkins 
were added as folks poured in, resulting 
in a very well-received and successful 
event. Families and classmates had 
a capital time together, along with 
Principal Giambrone and other school 
staff, and the children’s wonderful imagination and creativity long 
adorned homes and front stoops throughout the Halloween season. 

Shop Rite - Wallington
Stop and Shop - Carlstadt
Target - Clifton
Dunkin Donuts-Wallington
Pepsi Co.- Kearny
Costco

Philly Pretzel Factory-  
   Nutley
Polonia Bakery-Passaic
Banas Bakery
BJs Wholesale
Walmart

thank you!



The highly anticipated Halloween 
party was a night to remember at the 
Wallington High School on October 26th.  

The PTA, along with Principal Giambrone 
and numerous dedicated volunteers 
pulled off a show stopping set-up that 
boasted of a haunted house, stage and 
strobe lighting, fog, a smoking cauldron, 
and professional Halloween decorations 
and animatronics strategically scattered 
across the room.  The night offered a DJ 
playing hits old and new, balloon art, face 
painting, crafts, treats, and spectacular 
photo ops at the selfie station, and 
throughout the fright fest adventureland.  
It was a school night, but that certainly 
didn’t frighten the children, who partied 
till the bitter end.

Giving Back:
Student Assembly 
Programs 
In the month of January, the PTA 
sponsored two assembly programs for 
JA and FWG students. In the first hour-
long animal show entitled, A Touch of 
Nature, K-3 students were introduced 
to the world of animals by host Jerry 
Zelenka. The students screamed with 
excitement as they were introduced 
to an array of wild creatures such as  
a chinchilla, a marine iguana, a boa 
constrictor and a baby Alligator. 

The second presentation for 4-6 
graders informed students about 
weather. CBS television Meteorologist  
John Marshall presented a fun and 
educational STEM/STEAM infused 
assembly based on Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS). A mobile 
weather studio was set up in the Gavlak 
all purpose room, and students were 
able to become weather casters for the 
day using green screen technology.

These are just two examples of 
how your support directly benefits 
our students. With your continued 
participation in our fundraising 
efforts, you enable us to bring these 
exciting educational programs to all  
of our students. Thank you!

Wallington Board 
of Education 

                    Survey

The Board of 
Education has 

created  a survey for parents and community 
members to gather information about 
possible new school construction. Results will 
be reported to the BOE, and be posted to the 
public thereafter. The survey is available now 
through February 5th.

Please take a few minutes to complete  this 
important  survey at www.wboe.org or 
Facebook.com/wallingtonps/.

PTA Community Events:  
Halloween  
Extravaganza

Grade 4 Science teacher  
Mrs. O’Shea assists a 
student weather caster.
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Please take note as some of our events 
have been updated. Additonal events 
may be added. For more information, 
email wallingtonpta@gmail.com. 

Important Dates & 
Upcoming Events

January 
Jan. 17 -  PTA General meeting, 6:45 pm

Jan. 18-   Touch of Nature Assembly  
                      Grades K-3

Jan. 26-   Science Assembly:  
                      John Marshall Weather, Grades 4-6

February
Feb. 2 -    Deadline for Box Tops Contest 

Feb. 22 - Dine to Donate at Outback  
                      Steakhouse, Secaucus, 5pm-9pm

Feb. 28 - Deadline for Winter  
                      Spirit Wear orders

March
March 1-2 Scholastic Book Fair 

March 5- Meet the Author Family  
 Literacy Night and Book Fair

 6-8:30pm

March 14 PTA General meeting, 6:45pm 

April
April- Events to be announced

May
May 4- Spring Carnivale Tricky Tray at  
 the San Carlo, Lyndhurst 
 6-11pm 

May 8 Teacher Appreciation week 

May 16 PTA General meeting, 6:45 pm

June
June 6 PTA General meeting, 6:45 pm
 Also in June:  
 • Craft  Night
  • Sixth grade luncheon
  • Honor roll breakfast
 

Friday, May 4, 2018  •  6-11 pm
The San Carlo, Lyndhurst, NJ

Tickets $50, ($45 Early Bird purchase by April 6th)  
Four course dinner, DJ and dancing, and fabulous prizes!

For tickets email wallingtonpta@gmail.com

February 22, 5-9pm
Outback Steakhouse
455 Harmon Meadow Blvd.

Secaucus, NJ 0709

   Winter Wonderland

Place Box Tops in an envelope, and 
label with child’s name, grade and 
teacher. All entries must have name 
of teacher/class. Please make sure 
coupons are not expired or torn.

The race is on! The class to 
collect the most Box Tops  

by Feb. 2nd, will win a 
pizza party! Dine out at Outback to show your 

support and 15%  of your bill will 
be donated to Wallington PTA! 

CONTEST
BlitzBlitzBox Tops

Box Tops

Tricky Tray

  S

pring Carnivale

SAVE THE DATE

Volunteers Needed!
The PTA is currently seeking volunteers  
for the following:

• Book Fair volunteers
• Tricky Tray coordinators

We are also seeking volunteers 
for commitees such as uniforms 
coordination and membership. 
Contact wallingtonpta@gmail.com,  
or fill out a sign up sheet in one of the 
main offices. 

SPIRIT WEAR AD

Spirit Wear Online Store

There is still time to order your 
winter spirit wear! Visit www.
scholasticimpressions/wallington
to place an order online. Orders will be 
shipped to school at no charge. Choose 
from a selection of t-shirts, hoodies, 
sweatpants and uniform polos. 
You can even customize  
your designs with  
glitter and  
rhinestone  
options.

For the latest information on events 
and fundraisers, please visit the 
PTA web page at wboe.org/pta


